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the recent course it is plain that there is 
a constant growth of interest on their part 
in the museum and its treasures. 

These talks are called Hero Tales, 
and are made to gather round the name 
of some knight or king or craftsman, but 
the purpose of telling them is much more 
than the telling of a bit of biography. 
The hero of the story is only a peg on 
which is hung much that deals with the 
art of the time. What one tries to build 
up in the minds of the children is what 
may be called 'an aesthetic background ' 
against which they may set the objects of 



art found in the museum galleries. Into 
this aesthetic background goes some his- 
tory, some biography, some art. Alto- 
gether it serves to make the man and his 
time alive to the small hearers. They 
then see his picture, his sculpture, or his 
craft-work, not as a lifeless museum 
specimen' but as a work of art, to cre- 
ate which a man known to them once 
toiled and dreamed and aspired." 

The officers of the School Art League 
report that during the last year the 
audiences of pupils aggregated over 
12,000 at the various meetings held. 



NOTES 



DEATH OF JOHN CUDAHY 
—John Cudahy, for many years 
a prominent business man and 
public-spirited citizen of Chicago, died in 
this city on April 23. Mr. Cudahy was 
a Governing Member of the Art Institute 
since 1889. Besides the gift of the paint- 
ing (reproduced on page 69 of this Bul- 
letin) he showed his interest in the 
welfare of the Institute by continuous 
financial support. 

Painting by Puvis de Chavannes — 
A late accession of importance presented 
by Martin A. Ryerson is the oil painting 
"The fisherman's family" painted by 
Puvis de Chavannes in 1887. A repro- 
duction of it is found on page 61. This 
picture is from the collection of Edouard 
Aynard in Paris. In 1875 the artist had 
painted a larger picture of the same sub- 
ject, which went to the Museum in Dres- 
den. This is the first example for the 
Art Institute to acquire of the works of 



one of the most impressive figures in 
nineteenth century painting. 

Death of F. Hopkinson Smith — 
On April 7 in New York occurred the 
death of F. Hopkinson Smith, noted 
author, artist and engineer. As an artist 
Mr. Smith had won several medals and 
honors for his works at many exhibitions. 
Last year he delivered the Scammon 
Lectures at the Art Institute on the sub- 
ject of out-door sketching. At the same 
time an exhibition of his water colors 
and charcoal sketches was held, from 
which the Art Institute purchased the 
series of twenty-one charcoals, called the 
Thackeray set. 

New Art Study Class — Next fall 
the Museum Instruction Department will 
establish a new class for men and women, 
to meet on Sunday evenings. Beginning 
November 1 the class will meet on the 
first Sunday evening of every month. 
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Paintings Lent to Minneapolis — 
Early in April thirty paintings from the 
Chicago artists' exhibition, selected by 
the Chicago Society of Artists, were sent 
to the Minneapolis Institute of Arts to 
be exhibited for a month. Upon their 
return they will be placed on exhibition 
here, at the time of the water color ex- 
hibit, and later will be sent to St. Louis, 
Springfield, Toledo and Detroit. 



March 7, published a full page repro- 
duction of "Canal in Venice" in color 
and also gave a list of the twenty-three 
other reproductions in this series. From 
this publicity there has resulted a flood 
of letters from all parts of the United 
States and Canada. From an average 
monthly sale of 400 of these prints, the 
sales mounted to 1800 during March 
only. 



Painting by Alson S. Clark — ' 'The 
coffee house" by Alson Skinner Clark has 
recently been presented to the Art Insti- 
tute in the name of Mr. and Mrs. Alson 
E. Clark. The painting, which shows 
State Street Bridge looking south, receives 
its name from McLaughlin' s coffee store 
across the bridge on the right. The cof- 
fee house" was awarded the Martin B. 
Cahn prize in the American artists' ex- 
hibition of 1906. A reproduction is found 
on page 65 of this Bulletin. 

Sale of Reproductions — The sale 
of color prints, post cards and other repro- 
ductions of paintings and sculpture in the 
Art Institutecontinuesto show remarkable 
gains. During March the total sales of re- 
productions reached the figures of 22,364 
as against 18,997 in the corresponding 
month a year ago. In the first quarter 
this year, 61,256 reproductions were sold, 
as against the sale of 44,870, during the 
corresponding quarter of 1914. This 
satisfactory showing is due partly to the 
publicity given by the press of Chicago 
and elsewhere, which has called atten- 
tion to the excellent quality of the Art 
Institute reproductions, as well as to the 
large number of subjects represented. 
The Chicago Tribune, in its issue of 



Honors for Students — Several for- 
mer students of the School have recently 
received various honors. Lauros Phoenix, 
class of 1907, has been elected a mem- 
ber of the American Society of Mural 
Painters, New York; Charles St. Pierre, 
with only eight others chosen from all the 
art schools in the country, has passed the 
preliminaries for the Grand Prix de 
Rome. Roy Tyrell has done a mural 
decoration of three panels for Bessemer 
Park House, to illustrate symbolically in- 
cidents in the history of Chicago and 
Illinois. The central panel, reproduced 
on page 74, is nine by twenty-five feet 
in measurement and shows a decorative 
arrangement in which Lincoln, Grant 
and Douglas form the dominating 
group. 

Murals by Mr. Norton — John W. 
Norton, for five years a teacher in the 
School, has recently completed a series 
of nine panels for Fuller Park House. 
Their subject is "Early explorers." The 
small panels are four by eight feet, the 
large ones twelve by sixteen. Two other 
late murals by Mr. Norton are a decora- 
tive panel installed in the Midway Gar- 
dens last summer and two medallions in 
the dining room of the Hotel La Salle. 
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